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ABOARD! 

English  Language  Arts  9 Home  Instructor’s  Manual 

Grade  9 English  Language  Arts:  An  Introduction 

English  Language  Arts  9 presents  students  with  learning  activities  to  improve  their  use  of 
language  to  think,  communicate,  and  learn.  As  students  work  through  the  course,  they’ll  use  the 
communication  modes  of  listening,  speaking,  reading,  writing,  viewing,  and  representing  to 
achieve  the  following  outcomes: 

• explore  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings,  and  experiences 

• comprehend  and  respond  personally  and  critically  to  oral,  print,  and  other  media  texts 

• manage  ideas  and  information 

• enhance  the  clarity  and  artistry  of  communication 

• respect,  support,  and  collaborate  with  others 

Each  activity  is  structured  to  fulfil  aspects  of  at  least  one  of  these  general  outcomes.  As  a home 
instructor,  you  can  assist  the  student  in  many  ways.  The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  familiarize  yourself 
with  the  structure  of  the  course  and  its  components  (identified  on  page  6 of  each  of  the  Student 
Module  Booklets).  Note  how  each  of  the  eight  modules  in  the  course  is  divided  into  sections 
(usually  three  or  four  per  module)  and  how  each  section  is,  in  turn,  divided  into  activities. 
Activities  contain  instructional  material,  readings,  and  questions  for  students  to  respond  to. 

At  the  back  of  each  Student  Module  Booklet,  you’ll  find  an  Appendix  containing  a glossary  of 
terms  presented  in  that  module  and  a part  called  Suggested  Responses.  These  responses  allow 
students  to  correct  their  own  work  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet — something  that  you  should 
monitor  closely.  Twice  in  each  module — once  somewhere  in  the  middle  and  once  at  the  end — 
students  are  instructed  to  go  to  one  of  the  two  Assignment  Booklets  for  that  module  and  answer 
the  questions  asked  there.  It’s  these  responses  that  students  will  submit  to  their  teacher  for  a 
grading.  Please  ensure  that  your  student  follows  the  instmctions  in  the  Assignment  Booklets 
closely  and  that  the  student  does  his  or  her  best  work  for  assessment.  The  work  students  do  in 
their  Assignment  Booklets,  along,  most  likely,  with  a final  test  and  a midterm  test,  will  determine 
their  grading  in  this  course. 

Note  that  the  document  you’re  currently  reading  contains  review  exercises  and  optional  tests  for 
most  modules.  These  are  provided  entirely  for  your  use  if  you  feel  that  your  student  would  benefit 
from  the  extra  help  they  provide.  Answers  are  supplied  so  that  you  can  correct  your  student’s 
work,  but  the  optional  tests  won’t  contribute  to  students’  final  grades  in  the  course. 
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Here  are  a few  other  things  you  can  do  to  help  your  student  maximize  his  or  her  chances  of 
success  in  this  course: 

• Set  up  an  area  for  your  student  to  work.  This  area  should  be  well-lit,  quiet,  and  free  from 
interruptions  and  distractions.  Students  require  sufficient  space  for  course  materials,  books, 
and  equipment. 

• Ensure  that  your  student  has  the  necessary  materials  to  complete  the  course.  See  page  6 of 
any  Student  Module  Booklet  for  a list  of  course  components  and  additional  materials.  Note 
that  your  student  will  require  a CD  player  (to  complete  the  listening  component  of  the 
course)  as  well  as  a means  of  recording  (and  submitting)  his  or  her  voice — for  example,  an 
audiocassette  recorder. 

• If  at  all  possible,  provide  access  to  a multi-media  capable  computer  with  a CD-ROM  drive 
so  that  your  student  can  use  the  CD-ROMs  that  accompany  this  course.  The  student  should 
also  use  a word-processing  application  like  WordPerfect ® or  Microsoft®  Word  to  do 
assignments  whenever  possible.  Finally,  if  an  Internet  connection  is  available,  the  student 
can  access  information  on  many  websites.  If  you  don’t  have  Internet  capabilities  at  home, 
remember  that  many  public  libraries  have  computers  available  with  Internet  access. 

• Encourage  your  student  to  read  the  modules  and  selections  in  the  textbook  carefully  and 
completely.  Students  should  answer  all  questions  in  their  notebooks.  In  some  cases,  it  may 
be  appropriate  for  your  student  to  discuss  the  questions  with  you.  Students  should  check 
their  responses  with  the  Suggested  Responses  in  the  Appendix  of  each  module  after  they’ve 
attempted  to  answer  the  questions.  Encourage  your  student  to  discuss  his  or  her  answers 
with  you  after  the  student  has  compared  his  or  her  responses  with  the  suggested  responses 
in  the  Appendix. 

• Ensure  that  your  student  works  through  each  Assignment  Booklet  slowly  and  carefully. 
Students’  grades  will  be  determined  not  only  by  what  they  say  and  write  but  also  by  how 
they  say  and  write  it.  Most  assignments  include  assessment  criteria  so  that  students  can  see 
how  the  assignment  will  be  marked.  Review  the  assessment  criteria  with  your  student 
before  he  or  she  begins  each  assignment.  Encourage  your  student  to  revise  and  edit  his  or 
her  work;  assignments  should  reflect  students’  best  efforts.  As  you  guide  and  advise  your 
student,  be  sure  that  you  don’t  direct  or  take  control  of  the  work  being  done.  Students  must 
assume  responsibility  for  their  work  and  learn  from  their  mistakes  as  well  as  their 
achievements. 

• Encourage  your  student  to  do  most  of  the  journal  entries  (though  it  isn’t  necessary  to  do 
every  single  one).  Journal  writing  is  an  excellent  way  for  students  to  develop  thinking  and 
writing  skills.  When  writing  in  a journal,  students  are  doing  expressive  or  exploratory 
writing.  As  a result,  journal  writing  is  usually  informal.  For  example,  students  may  not 
always  write  in  complete  sentences  or  organize  ideas  into  paragraphs,  and  they  may  use 
informal  language.  Generally,  journal  writing  isn’t  edited  to  correct  errors  because  it’s  not 
intended  to  be  shared.  In  this  course,  students  are  asked  in  their  Assignment  Booklets  to 
edit  and  recopy  some  journal  entries  and  submit  them  for  evaluation. 


English  Language  Arts  9 


2 


Home  Instructor’s  Guide 


Module  1 


• Assist  your  student  to  improve  his  or  her  spelling  skills.  For  some  students,  spelling  is 
relatively  easy;  for  others,  it’s  a constant  challenge.  Students  who  have  trouble  with 
spelling  should  be  encouraged  to  write  on  a computer  and  use  a word-processing 
application  with  a spell  checker.  An  electronic  speller  (a  small  device,  similar  to  a 
calculator  in  size,  with  a dictionary  program)  is  also  an  excellent  aid  for  good  and  poor 
spellers  alike  because  it  enables  students  to  find  correct  spellings  quickly.  Tips  for 
improving  spelling  are  included  in  the  Junior  High  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

• Be  a partner  in  learning  or  arrange  for  a relative  or  friend  to  be  the  student’s  partner.  Many 
of  the  activities  ask  students  to  discuss  a piece  of  text  with  a partner  or  to  listen  to  other 
people’s  opinions.  In  the  writing  assignments,  the  students  are  encouraged  to  work  with 
partners  to  brainstorm  ideas  for  an  assignment  or  to  seek  assistance  with  revising  or  editing 
an  assignment. 

Since  developing  speaking  and  listening  skills  is  important,  students  must  be  provided  with 
opportunities  to  work  with  others.  Moreover,  the  English  Language  Arts  Program  of 
Studies  emphasizes  that  students  need  to  learn  to  “respect,  support,  and  collaborate  with 
others.”  As  much  as  possible,  encourage  your  student  to  discuss  the  material,  ideas,  and 
assignments  in  the  course  with  you  or  with  others. 

• Help  your  student  to  complete  the  viewing  and  representing  activities  and  assignments  by 
providing  the  necessary  materials.  In  several  activities,  students  are  invited  to  respond  to 
texts  by  creating  a poster  or  collage.  They  may  need  blank  paper,  coloured  pens  or  pencils, 
and  other  art  materials  to  complete  these  assignments. 

• Encourage  your  student  to  read  as  much  as  possible.  As  with  most  other  skills,  reading 
improves  with  practice.  In  addition  to  the  course  materials  and  textbook,  students  should 
read  newspapers,  magazines,  novels,  and  non-fiction  books. 

• Use  the  Junior  High  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  as  a resource  for  extra  help 
whenever  it  is  needed. 

• Encourage  your  students  to  do  at  least  some  of  the  Going  Further  questions  that  appear 
from  time  to  time  in  the  activities.  These  questions  and  suggestions  for  activities  are 
optional  and  serve  as  enrichment  or  extension  for  interested  students.  They’re  designed 
especially  to  interest  students  who  enjoy  language  arts  and  find  the  course  material 
relatively  easy. 

• Review  your  student’s  assignments  when  they’ve  been  marked  and  returned  by  the  teacher. 
Help  the  student  to  understand  his  or  her  areas  of  relative  strength  and  weakness  and  to  see 
where  improvements  are  needed.  Try  to  praise  your  student’s  efforts  and  successes,  and 
give  encouragement  when  he  or  she  is  facing  challenges. 

• Remember  that  the  skills  of  reading,  writing,  speaking,  listening,  viewing,  and  representing 
improve  gradually  with  effort  and  practice.  Encourage  your  student  to  work  slowly  and 
carefully  through  the  modules  and  assignments  so  that  he  or  she  will  achieve  maximum 
benefit  from  the  course. 
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Assignment  Booklet  1 A 

Module  1 focuses  on  introducing  English  Language  Arts  9 students  to  the  course  and  its 
components  and  the  expectations.  In  the  first  section,  students  are  introduced  to  the  course  and 
materials— the  textbook,  the  handbook,  a dictionary,  and  a thesaurus.  Students  also  begin  journal 
writing.  In  the  second  section,  students  review  and  practice  reading  strategies  and  skills.  Students 
study  the  SQ3R  method  of  reading  non-fiction  materials. 

Section  1:  All  Aboard! 

Section  1 introduces  students  to  the  course  and  materials.  Students  are  asked  to  read  two  poems 
and  respond  to  them;  they’re  also  introduced  to  journal  writing. 

• In  the  first  activity,  students  are  asked  to  create  a chart  to  indicate  dates  when  each  module 
will  be  completed.  Assist  your  student  to  develop  realistic  goals.  Post  a copy  of  the  chart 
where  both  of  you  can  monitor  the  student’s  progress. 

In  a classroom  situation,  students  spend  a minimum  of  150  hours  of  classroom  time  on  their 
English  Language  Arts  9 course  work.  Additional  out-of-classroom  time  is  used  for  related 
activities  such  as  homework  assignments,  literature  reading,  research,  and  working  on 
reports  and  essays.  As  well,  classroom  students  are  expected  to  devote  additional  time  to 
reviewing  and  studying  for  tests.  This  out-of-classroom  time  can  significantly  increase  the 
number  of  hours  spent  on  a course. 

Each  module  in  this  course  is  designed  to  be  completed  in  approximately  four  to  five 
weeks.  Students  should  expect  to  spend  about  twenty  to  thirty  hours  on  each  module.  Most 
modules  have  three  sections,  but  Module  1 has  four.  Each  section  should  take 
approximately  one  week  to  complete,  but  additional  time  will  likely  be  needed  to  do  the 
Assignment  Booklets. 

• Activity  3 introduces  students  to  the  process  of  responding  to  texts  through  discussion  and 
writing.  It’s  important  to  note  that  many  texts  (poems,  stories,  films,  cartoons,  photographs, 
articles,  etc.)  can  be  interpreted  in  a variety  of  ways.  The  poem  included  in  Activity  3, 
called  “The  Spy,”  is  a text  open  to  different  interpretations.  However,  although  there  may 
be  no  single  correct  interpretation  of  a text,  there  can  be  incorrect  interpretations.  For 
example,  a student  may  ignore  or  misunderstand  some  parts  of  the  text.  Encourage  your 
student  to  read  carefully  before  interpreting  and  judging  any  text.  Furthermore,  the  student 
should  learn  to  consider  other  people’s  opinions  carefully  before  accepting  or  rejecting 
them. 

• In  Activity  4,  students  begin  to  write  in  their  journals.  A student’s  journal  should  be  a 
scribbler  or  coiled  notebook  that’s  used  only  for  journal  writing;  questions  should  be 
answered  in  a separate  notebook  or  on  loose-leaf  sheets  stored  in  a binder.  Journal  entries 
should  be  longer  than  just  two  or  three  sentences.  Students  should  use  the  journal  as  a place 
to  explore  ideas  and  express  opinions.  As  time  goes  by,  students  should  increase  fluency— 
that  is,  the  ability  to  express  themselves  in  writing.  An  indication  of  improved  fluency  is 
that  the  student  will  be  able  to  write  longer  journal  entries,  often  with  more  perceptive 
ideas,  in  a relatively  short  amount  of  time — perhaps  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes. 
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As  mentioned  previously,  students  aren’t  expected  to  respond  to  each  and  every  idea  for  a 
journal  entry;  there  are  many  occurring  throughout  the  course,  and  not  all  are  likely  to 
appeal  to,  or  interest,  each  student.  However,  students  should  do  at  least  half  of  them, 
preferably  two-thirds  or  more. 

Students  aren’t  expected  to  edit  (that  is,  correct  errors  in)  each  journal  entry;  but  frequently 
in  Assignment  Booklets  they’re  asked  to  select  one  journal  entry  to  edit,  recopy,  and  submit 
for  evaluation.  Note  the  assessment  guide  for  journal  writing  in  the  first  Assignment 
Booklet.  Take  some  time  to  discuss  this  guide  with  your  student  to  ensure  that  he  or  she 
understands  the  expectations  for  journal  writing  in  this  course. 


Section  2:  Becoming  an  Active  Reader 

In  Section  2 of  this  module,  students  review  reading  strategies  and  skills. 

• The  SQ3R  reading  method  taught  in  Activity  2 is  useful  for  reading  non-fiction  material. 
Consequently,  students  should  be  encouraged  to  use  this  method  when  reading  textbooks  in 
other  courses,  such  as  social  studies  and  science,  or  when  doing  research.  Encourage  your 
student  to  use  the  method  in  other  courses  so  that  this  way  of  reading  non-fictional  material 
becomes  a habit. 

• In  Section  2 of  the  Assignment  Booklet,  the  student  is  asked  to  read  an  article  called 
“Avalanche”  and  answer  several  questions  on  it.  Students  should  answer  these  questions 
independently— that  is,  without  assistance.  However,  if  your  student  has  difficulty  reading 
the  article,  encourage  him  or  her  to  read  it  twice  before  attempting  the  questions.  Reading 
at  a slower  speed  may  also  help  reading  comprehension.  It  may  be  helpful,  as  well,  for 
students  to  read  the  article  out  loud.  You  may  also  show  your  student  how  to  search  the 
article  for  answers  to  the  questions.  Emphasize  that  answers  should  be  written  in  complete 
sentences  or  paragraphs,  with  reference  to  details  in  the  article  to  support  opinions  or 
general  statements.  It’s  important,  however,  that  each  student  take  the  responsibility  for  the 
responses  so  that  the  teacher,  the  student,  and  you  can  have  an  accurate  benchmark  for  the 
student’s  reading  comprehension  at  the  beginning  of  this  course. 

This  article  should  be  relatively  easy  for  a Grade  9 student  to  read  and  comprehend.  If  your 
student  experiences  problems  either  in  reading  the  words  or  in  comprehending  the  content, 
this  is  an  indication  that  he  or  she  likely  has  weak  reading  skills.  In  this  case,  the  student 
may  require  remediation  and  will  likely  need  assistance  in  reading  all  the  material  in  this 
course.  You  should  consult  with  the  teacher  about  the  kind  of  assistance  that  the  student 
needs  if  he  or  she  experiences  difficulty  reading  this  article  or  other  texts  in  Crossroads  9. 

• To  practise  previewing  skills,  students  are  invited  to  preview  the  novels  on  the 
recommended  list  and  make  a tentative  choice  of  the  novel  that  they  wish  to  study  in 
Module  8.  If  you’re  unable  to  obtain  copies  of  all  of  these  novels  through  a library,  you 
may  wish  to  look  over  the  following  plot  descriptions  and  assist  your  student  in  making  a 
selection. 
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English  Language  Arts  9 Novels  List 

Awake  and  Dreaming  by  Kit  Pearson;  Puffin,  1996 

This  contemporary  Canadian  novel  is  set  in  Vancouver  and  Victoria.  The  main  character  is  a 
young  girl  named  Theo,  who  is  the  daughter  of  a poor  and  irresponsible  single  mother.  Theo 
escapes  the  reality  of  her  unhappy  life  by  reading.  When  she’s  travelling  on  a ferry  to  Victoria  to 
go  to  live  with  her  aunt,  she  sees  a happy  family  and  enters  a fantasy  world  in  which  she  becomes 
part  of  this  ideal  family.  Eventually,  Theo  must  face  the  real  world  and,  with  the  help  of  a ghost, 
she  learns  to  accept  her  own  situation  and  cope  with  it  as  best  as  she  can.  The  themes  include 
family  relationships,  parental  responsibility,  and  coping  with  life. 

The  Giver  by  Lois  Lowry;  Laurel  Leaf,  1993 

This  book  is  set  in  the  future,  somewhere  in  the  United  States,  in  a society  where  people  are 
controlled  by  the  government.  Feelings  have  been  minimized  and  controlled  to  eliminate  hate  and 
anger,  but  love  and  sexuality  have  also  been  repressed.  The  central  character  is  Jonas,  a 
twelve-year-old  boy,  who  has  been  assigned  to  a special  position.  He’s  being  trained  to  receive 
the  memories  of  society,  which  are  withheld  from  the  people.  Themes  include  control  versus 
freedom  and  order  and  reason  versus  emotion. 

The  Hobbit  by  J.  R.  R.  Tolkien;  Harper  Collins,  1993 

This  delightful  fantasy  novel  is  credited  with  originating  the  genre  of  modem  fantasy.  The 
precursor  of  Tolkien’s  Lord  of  the  Rings  series,  this  novel  introduces  the  character  of  Bilbo 
Baggins,  a sedate,  middle-aged  hobbit,  and  Gandalf  the  wizard.  Much  to  his  own  surprise,  Bilbo 
finds  himself  joining  a company  of  dwarves  who  have  set  out  to  retrieve  treasure  stolen  by  a 
dragon.  Their  quest  leads  them  on  a journey  through  strange  lands  and  many  adventures.  When 
Gandalf  leaves  the  company,  Bilbo  is  forced  to  become  more  independent  and  solve  the  problems 
that  the  group  encounters.  The  themes  of  the  novel  include  good  versus  evil,  greed  and  its 
consequences,  and  Bilbo’s  change  of  character. 

Holes  by  Louis  Sachar;  Dell  Yearling,  1998 

The  main  character  of  this  contemporary  novel,  Stanley  Yelnats,  is  probably  about  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  of  age.  He’s  been  arrested  and  wrongly  convicted  for  stealing,  and  is  sent  to  a Youth 
Detention  Centre  called  Camp  Green  Lake  that  is  run  by  a cmel  warden.  Stanley  must  cope  with 
threats  from  other  inmates  and  nasty  treatment  from  the  warden  and  her  assistant,  who  force  the 
boys  to  dig  holes  for  hours  in  the  hot  sun.  Stanley  eventually  discovers  the  mystery  behind  the 
hole-digging.  Set  in  modem  Texas,  the  book’s  themes  include  power  and  corruption,  kindness 
and  generosity,  cruelty,  and  greed. 

Homecoming  by  Cynthia  Voight;  Fawcett  Juniper,  1981 

Set  in  the  U.S.  East  Coast  area,  this  contemporary  novel  is  about  a family  of  four  children  who 
are  abandoned  by  their  mother  (their  father  had  deserted  them  long  before).  Dicey,  the  oldest,  is 
only  thirteen,  but  she  becomes  the  de  facto  parent.  She  leads  the  group  on  foot  first  to  their 
mother’s  sister,  who  reluctantly  takes  them  in.  Later,  fearing  that  they’ll  be  separated  and  placed 
into  foster  homes.  Dicey  leads  them  to  their  grandmother,  who  is  initially  unwelcoming.  This 
novel  is  somewhat  long  but  is  interesting.  Themes  include  the  search  for  home  and  identity, 
family  relationships,  and  the  contrast  between  people  who  are  loving  and  generous  and  those  who 
are  selfish  and  uncaring. 
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Lost  in  the  Barrens  by  Farley  Mowat;  McClelland  and  Stewart,  1983 

This  novel  is  set  in  northern  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Territories,  probably  in  the  1950s.  A 
white  boy,  Jamie,  and  his  native  friend,  Awasin,  become  lost  in  the  wilderness.  The  novel 
describes  their  fight  to  survive  and  their  eventual  rescue  by  the  Inuit,  whom  the  Cree  believed  to 
be  their  enemies.  The  themes  include  the  fight  to  survive,  the  changes  and  growth  experienced  by 
Jamie,  Awasin’ s coming  to  terms  with  superstitions,  and  risks  and  consequences. 

McIntyre  Liar  by  David  Bly;  Tree  Frog  Press,  1993 

Sixteen-year-old  Kevin  wrecks  his  father’s  car.  Deciding  that  his  son  needs  to  get  away  from  his 
friends  and  city  life  for  awhile,  Kevin’s  father  sends  him  to  a ranch  in  southern  Alberta  to  work 
for  the  summer.  Initially,  Kevin  hates  rural  life,  the  hard  work,  and  the  unsophisticated  country 
people  he  encounters.  The  novel  consists  of  letters  that  Kevin  writes  to  a friend  in  Calgary  and 
issues  of  the  “McIntyre  Liar,”  a newsletter  that  Kevin  creates  on  his  computer  to  amuse  himself 
and  ridicule  ranch  life.  This  contemporary  novel  shows  Kevin’s  transformation  from  an 
irresponsible  boy  to  a mature  young  man.  The  themes  include  Kevin’s  change  of  character, 
learning  to  cope  with  new  situations,  and  making  judgments  about  people. 

Nothing  But  the  Truth  by  Avi;  Avon  Books,  1991 

This  contemporary  novel,  set  in  the  United  States,  has  a strong  American  flavour.  Philip,  a 
Grade  9 boy,  is  a gifted  athlete  who  wants  to  get  on  the  track  team.  Unfortunately,  he’s  failing 
English,  and  his  school  requires  him  to  maintain  passing  grades  to  participate  in  sports.  Philip 
blames  his  English  teacher  rather  than  himself  for  his  situation.  He  defies  the  teacher  during 
homeroom  ceremonies  by  humming  the  national  anthem  in  a disrespectful  way.  When  she  sends 
him  to  the  office,  Philip  is  unrepentant,  declaring  that  he’s  merely  being  patriotic.  This  incident 
develops  into  a major  issue,  resulting  in  Philip’s  suspension,  which  in  turn  results  in  national 
news  coverage:  “Grade  9 Boy  Suspended  for  Singing  the  National  Anthem!”  Ultimately,  the 
teacher  resigns  and  Philip  moves  to  a different  school — ironically,  one  with  no  track  team.  The 
novel  is  told  in  memos,  clips,  and  journals.  The  novel’s  themes  include  the  power  of  the  press, 
the  distortion  of  the  truth,  and  the  results  of  lying. 

Roll  of  Thunder,  Hear  My  Cry  by  Mildred  D.  Taylor,  Bantam,  1978 

This  historical  novel  is  set  in  Mississippi  during  the  Great  Depression.  The  narrator  is  a young 
African  American  girl,  Cassie  Logan,  who  relates  the  story  of  her  family’s  struggle  against 
poverty  and  racism.  The  Logan  family  owns  400  acres  of  land;  but  200  of  those  acres  are 
mortgaged,  and  Cassie’ s parents  and  grandmother  fight  to  maintain  their  ownership.  Layered 
beneath  the  Logan  family’s  problems  are  those  of  the  other  African  Americans  in  the  community. 
When  a neighbour  boy,  T.  J.  Avery,  gets  involved  with  two  local  white  hoodlums,  T.  J.  is  nearly 
lynched  and  ends  up  in  jail  accused  of  a murder  that  the  other  boys  committed.  The  themes  of  this 
novel  include  integrity,  prejudice,  racism,  and  justice. 
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Smith  by  Leon  Garfield;  Penguin,  1968 

This  novel  is  set  in  the  1800s  in  London,  England.  The  main  character  is  Smith,  a twelve-year-old 
boy  who  lives  in  the  slums  and  is  a thief.  His  ambition  is  to  become  a highwayman  like  his 
friend.  Lord  Tom.  Smith  witnesses  a murder  and  ends  up  with  a valuable  document,  which  he 
can’t  read.  The  story  is  about  Smith’s  efforts  to  keep  the  document  from  the  murderers.  Along  the 
way,  he’s  befriended  by  a Mr.  Mansfield  and  his  daughter,  who  teaches  Smith  to  read.  The 
themes  are  poverty,  the  desire  for  revenge,  ambition,  and  betrayal.  Similar  to  a Dickens  novel 
(for  example,  Oliver  Twist),  this  book  features  a suspenseful  plot  with  lots  of  coincidence  and  the 
development  of  unusual  and  interesting  characters. 

The  Wild  Children  by  Felice  Holman;  Puffin,  1985 

Set  in  Russia  in  1924  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Communist  takeover,  this  novel  focuses  on  the 
upheaval  caused  by  World  War  I and  the  Bolshevik  Revolution.  The  main  character  is  a boy 
named  Alex,  whose  family  is  arrested  by  Bolshevik  soldiers.  He  travels  to  Moscow  to  live  with 
his  uncle,  only  to  find  that  the  uncle,  too,  has  disappeared.  Starving,  Alex  at  last  is  taken  in  by  a 
band  of  children  in  similar  circumstances.  Their  leader,  Peter,  trains  them  to  survive  by  stealing 
food.  Eventually,  Alex  and  the  other  children  in  this  band  make  their  way  to  Finland.  The  themes 
include  desperation  and  fear,  friendship,  and  love. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SENDING  IN  THIS 
DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 


When  you  register  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  send  in  Assignment  Booklets  for  corrections 
regularly.  Try  to  send  each  Assignment  Booklet  as  soon  as  you  have  completed  it.  Before  sending  your 
Assignment  Booklet,  please  check  the  following: 

• Are  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  be  sure  the  spelling  and  details  are  correct? 

• Is  the  record  form  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 . Postage  Regulations 

Do  not  enclose  letters  with  Assignment  Booklets. 

Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 

2.  Postage  Rates 

Take  your  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  post  office  and  have  it  weighed.  Attach  enough  postage  and  seal 
the  envelope.  Assignment  Booklets  will  travel  faster  if  correct  postage  is  used  and  if  they  are  in  large 
envelopes  that  are  no  more  than  two  centimetres  thick. 

FAXING 

1 . Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

Assignment  Booklets  may  be  e-mailed.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  e-mail  address. 
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You  may  find  the  following  Internet  sites  useful: 

• Alberta  Learning,  http://www.leaming.gov.ab.ca 

• Learning  Technologies  Branch,  http://www.leaming.gov.ab.ca/ltb 

• Learning  Resources  Centre,  http://www.lrc.leaming.gov.ab.ca 


The  use  of  the  Internet  is  optional.  Exploring  the  electronic  information  superhighway  can  be 
educational  and  entertaining.  However,  be  aware  that  these  computer  networks  are  not  censored. 
Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find  articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or 
inappropriate.  As  well,  the  sources  of  information  are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be 
accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm  facts  with  a second  source. 
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Copyright  © 2001 , the  Crown  in  Right  of  Alberta,  as  represented  by  the  Minister  of  Learning,  Alberta  Learning,  11160  Jasper  Avenue, 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  0L2.  All  rights  reserved.  Additional  copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Learning  Resources  Centre. 

No  part  of  this  courseware  may  be  reproduced  in  any  form,  including  photocopying  (unless  otherwise  indicated),  without  the  written 
permission  of  Alberta  Learning. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  both  to  provide  proper  acknowledgement  of  the  original  source  and  to  comply  with  copyright  law.  If  cases 
are  identified  where  this  effort  has  been  unsuccessful,  please  notify  Alberta  Learning  so  that  appropriate  corrective  action  can  be  taken. 

IT  IS  STRICTLY  PROHIBITED  TO  COPY  ANY  PART  OF  THESE  MATERIALS  UNDER  THE  TERMS  OF  A 
LICENCE  FROM  A COLLECTIVE  OR  A LICENSING  BODY. 
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ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  9:  MODULE  1 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in 
the  Assignment  Booklets. 

There  are  two  section  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet.  The  value  of  each 
assignment  is  stated  in  the  left  margin.  This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  30  marks  out 
of  the  total  100  marks  for  Module  1. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  are  having  difficulties,  review  the  appropriate  section 
before  completing  the  assignment. 

You  may  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions.  If 
you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


© 


Section  1 Assignment:  All  Aboard! 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places. 

1.  In  Section  1 of  your  Student  Module  Booklet,  you  decided  on  completion  dates  for 
each  module.  As  you’re  reviewing  your  schedule,  try  to  think  of  any  occasions  that 
might  disrupt  your  study  schedule,  such  as  travel,  sports  tournaments,  and  so  on.  If 
things  like  this  are  going  to  take  up  some  of  your  time  while  you’re  scheduled  to  be 
working  on  a module,  give  yourself  a little  extra  time  to  get  done.  Also,  give  yourself 
an  extra  day  or  two  longer  than  you  think  you’ll  need  for  each  module;  you  never 
know  what  unexpected  things  (like  a cold  or  flu)  might  come  up  that  could  put  you 
behind  schedule. 

You’ll  write  a midterm  test  after  you’ve  completed  Module  4 and  a final  test  after 
you’ve  completed  Module  8.  Your  teacher  may  schedule  other  tests  as  well.  In  your 
schedule,  make  sure  you  give  yourself  an  appropriate  amount  of  time  to  study  for 
tests. 

In  the  chart  that  follows,  fill  in  the  dates  when  you  plan  to  have  each  module 
completed  and  ready  to  send  to  your  teacher. 
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2.  In  Section  1,  you  discovered  (or  reviewed)  how  to  write  journal  entries  to  respond  to 
the  ideas  that  you  encounter  in  the  course  materials  or  in  the  literature. 

To  demonstrate  to  your  teacher  that  you’re  handling  the  journal  writing  in  this  course 
effectively,  do  either  question  a.  or  question  b. 


a.  In  Section  1,  you  had  two  journal-writing  opportunities  (Journal  Entry  1A  and 
Journal  Entry  IB).  Polish  and  rewrite  one  of  the  two  entries  that  you  wrote  for 
this  section.  Use  the  space  provided.  Add  extra  pages  if  you  need  to.  Don’t  forget 
to  indicate  which  journal  entry  you’re  sharing. 


or 

b.  Use  the  ideas  in  Journal  Entry  1 AB  to  write  a journal  entry  as  part  of  your 

assignment.  Write  your  initial  entry  in  your  journal.  Polish  and  rewrite  your  entry 
in  the  space  provided.  Add  extra  pages  if  you  need  to. 


ut  your  favourit 
ere  are  so 


y do  you  en 
ere  do  you  . 
other  people  p; 
you  require  sped 
there  any  drawb 
at  are  some  of  th< 


activity.  Write  a journal  entry  about  this 
to  help  you: 

this  activity? 
vity? 

in  this  activity? 
uipment  to  do  this? 
or  disadvantages  to  this  activity? 
times  you’ve  had  when  doing  this  activity? 


Review  the  Journal  Evaluation  Guidelines  given  on  the  following  page  before 
you  rewrite  your  polished  copy. 
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Your  journal  entry  is  evaluated  out  of  5 marks.  Your  teacher  will  use  the 
following  guidelines  to  assess  your  journal  entries.  Use  the  descriptions  to  help 
you  improve  your  journal  response. 


Journal  Evaluation  Guidelines 

Carefully  edit  and  proofread  all  journal  entries  that  are  shared  with  a reader 
(partner  or  teacher). 

5 marks:  The  thoughts  are  perceptive  and  original.  The  content  is  detailed. 
The  writing  is  well  organized,  and  the  ideas  flow  logically.  Transitional 
devices  linking  or  contrasting  ideas  are  used  skilfully  and  effectively.  The 
language  is  precise  and  creative. 

4 marks:  The  thoughts  are  perceptive.  The  content  is  detailed.  The  writing  is 
well  organized,  transitions  are  clear,  and  the  ideas  are  easy  to  follow.  The 
language  is  accurate  and  clear. 

. 

3 marks:  The  thoughts  are  well  considered.  The  content  is  relatively  detailed, 
allowing  the  reader  to  understand  the  ideas  and  point  of  view.  The  writing  is 
organized  so  that  the  ideas  are  easy  to  follow.  The  language  is  straightforward 
and  clear. 

2 marks:  Little  time  was  spent  thinking  about  and  reflecting  on  the  ideas  or 
questions  that  were  presented.  Few  details  have  been  provided  to  allow  the 
reader  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  message.  The  ideas  are  not  easy  to 
follow.  The  language  is  vague,  general,  or  inappropriate  to  the  task. 

1 mark:  Less  time  than  necessary  was  spent  on  this  journal  entry.  The  entry 
doesn’t  adequately  cover  the  topic  or  explore  the  important  ideas.  The  ideas 
are  not  supported  with  details.  The  ideas  are  difficult  to  follow  because  the 
language  is  vague  or  inappropriate. 

• ■ 

0 marks:  The  journal  entry  is  off  topic,  illegible,  has  been  handled 
inappropriately,  or  lacks  sufficient  detail  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the 
assignment. 
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I am  doing  question  2.a.  or  2.b.  (Circle  your  choice.) 
This  is  Journal  Entry  1 Date: 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Becoming  an  Active  Reader 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places. 

You  were  asked  to  review  the  selection  of  novels  for  this  course.  The  list  of  novels  is  at 
the  end  of  this  Assignment  Booklet.  Which  novel  or  novels  do  you  think  you  will 
preview  before  making  your  final  choice? 


Demonstrate  your  reading  comprehension  and  your  ability  to  respond  to  questions 
effectively  by  reading  the  article  “Avalanche”  and  answering  the  questions  that  follow. 
Respond  to  the  questions  using  complete  sentences  and/or  paragraphs.  Give  reasons  or 
details  to  support  your  ideas. 


Avalanche 


m 

m 


by  Robert  E.  Gard 


The  Crow’s  Nest  Pass,  according  to  legend,  received  its  name  as  a result  of  a 
great  battle  between  the  Indians  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation  and  the  Crows.  The  scene  of 
s battle  was  entirely  obliterated  by  the  greatest  landslide  ever  known  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

On  the  morning  of  April  29, 1903,  a CPR  westbound  freight  train  crawled 
slowly  through  the  Crow’s  Nest  Pass,  through  the  little  mining  town  of  Frank,  and 
past  the  dim,  massive  shape  of  Turtle  Mountain.  The  time  was  just  after  four  o’clock. 

To  the  boys  on  the  train  the  trip  was  routine.  The  sounds  were  just  the  same: 
the  dim,  cold  light  was  normal  for  the  time  of  the  year.  In  the  caboose  Sid  Choquette, 
the  brakeman,  was  thinking  that  he’d  be  glad  when  the  sun  came  up,  for  the  air  was 
cold  and  damp. 

In  Frank  the  bartender  at  the  hotel  had  just  finished  cleaning  up.  He’d  had  a 
hard  night.  He  was  going  home  to  bed — just  as  soon  as  he  got  rid  of  a lone  drunk 
g around.  The  barkeeper  sighed,  put  on  his  hat  and  reached  out  his 


drunk’s  collar. 




HB 
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Down  the  street*  Sam  Ernies  stirred  in  Iiis  bed.  For  some  reason  he  was  uneasy 
— he  couldn’t  sleep.  He  struck  a match  and  looked  at  Ms  watch.  The  time  was  seven 
minutes  past  four.  He  lay  down  again,  pulled  the  bedclothes  over  Ms  shoulders.  He 
shut  his  eves,  but  in  a minute  he  flicked  them  open  again  and  lay  there  in  the  darkness. 
He  strained  his  ears  to  hear  the  breathing  of  Ms  wife.  From  another  room,  one  of  Ms 
daughters  coughed. 

In  the  Frank  coal  mine  die  night  shift  was  getting  ready  to  lay  off.  The 
nineteen  men  were  tired,  dirty,  ready  to  quit.  They  plodded  toward  the  mine  entrance. 
One  of  the  men  noticed  that  the  mine  horses  were  acting  very  nervous.  He  was  too 
tired  to  care. 

in  the  Leiteh  household,  the  baby  was  crying. 

At  ten  minutes  past  four  hell  broke  loose  in  Frank.  The  whole  top  and  north 
side  of  Turtle  Mountain  slid  with  a terrifying  roar  directly  into  the  Crow’s  Nest. 

The  freight  had  j ust  passed  the  mountain  when  the  avalanche  struck.  The 
startled  crew,  looking  back  as  the  train  bumped  to  a halt,  heard  a sound  louder  than  the 
loudest  thunder  and  saw  what  they  thought  was  a heavy  gas  or  fog  rising  from 
mountain  and  town.  To  their  surprised  eyes,  the  town  of  Frank  seemed  to  have 
completely  disappeared.  The  crew  gathered  at  the  rear  of  the  train,  huddled  together 
silent,  awed  by  the  sudden  tragedy. 

It  was  Sid  Choquette,  the  brakeman,  who  first  remembered  the  Spokane  Flyer, 
The  express  was  shortly  due  to  speed  through  the  Pass  on  its  way  to  the  coast.  The 
men  could  guess,  as  they  looked  back,  that  the  CPR  tracks  lay  covered  by  stone  many 
feet  deep. 

There  was  only  one  thing  to  do,  and  Sid  did  that  thing.  He  started  hack  toward 
Frank,  over  the  slide  with  pieces  of  rock  still  hurtling  down  from  the  mountain.  The 
dust  was  so  thick  that  he  couldn’t  see  what  lay  ahead.  Some  of  the  stones  were  as 
large  as  boxcars,  but  Sid  went  right  ahead.  He  arrived  in  time  to  flag  the  Flyer. 

Sam  Ernies,  who  couldn’t  sleep,  suddenly  found  himself  pinned  under  the 
jagged  timbers  of  Ms  home.  Desperately  Sam  pushed  at  the  weight  that  held  him 
down.  After  a terrible  struggle  he  got  free.  His  legs  were  tom  by  the  nails  in  the 
boards.  His  face  was  bleeding  from  many  cuts. 

Somewhere  he  could  hear  his  children  crying. 

He  began  frantically  to  search  in  the  ruins.  He  found  the  three  girls  first,  then 
Ms  wife.  They  had  miraculously  escaped  serious  injury. 

Suddenly  Mrs.  Ernies  began  to  shriek  that  the  baby,  Gladys,  was  missing.  They 
searched  in  the  dust-filled  darkness,  and  then  Mrs.  Ennes  found  the  baby  buried  in 
slime  and  mud.  Believing  that  the  child  was  dead,  Mrs.  Ennes  stumbled  toward  the 
faint  light  in  the  Maclean  house  beyond  the  stricken  area.  When  she  arrived,  she 
discovered  that  the  baby  was  alive  and  not  even  scratched.  Mrs.  Ennes  herself  had  a 
broken  collar  bone. 

In  the  mine  the  workmen  readied  the  entrance.  They  found  it  blocked  up  tight. 
Believing  that  it  was  just  a small  cave-in,  the  men  turned  and  went  west  to  another 
smaller  exit.  The  horses  remained  in  the  mine. 
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When  the  miners  finally  got  outside,  many  of  them  knew  they  would  never  see 
their  homes  and  families  again.  A number  of  the  houses  were  buried  over  100  feet 
deep. 

In  the  Leitch  house  three  children  escaped,  while  three  others  and  the  parents 
were  killed.  One  of  the  children,  a baby,  was  completely  unharmed.  It  was  found  on  a 
huge  rock  that  had  been  pushed  quite  a distance  along  by  the  slide. 

The  unharmed  people  of  Frank  wondered  what  had  brought  the  catastrophe 
upon  them.  Some  said  it  was  a volcano,  others  that  it  was  an  earthquake.  Many 
thought  it  was  a mine  explosion  or  a great  quantity  of  gas  suddenly  released. 

That  the  side  of  Turtle  Mountain,  which  seemed  so  friendly  and  protective,  had 
simply  slid  down  on  the  little  town  crouching  under  its  shoulder  did  not  occur  to 
many,  those  first  few  hours.  Tales  of  a visitation  for  sin  were  heard,  and  to  the  drunk 
leaving  the  barroom  this  seemed  likely.  He  started  to  run  — no  one  knew  where. 

Help  was  rushed  to  Frank  — not  that  there  was  much  anyone  could  do.  The 
dead  were  already  buried.  The  living  were  in  mortal  terror  that  the  rest  of  the 
mountain  would  come  smashing  down. 

Many  of  the  passengers  on  the  westbound  train  held  up  by  the  slide  tried  to 
walk  across  to  the  train  waiting  on  the  other  side.  They  found  their  shoes  cut  to  pieces, 
their  clothing  ruined  in  the  limestone  dust.  A Calgary  Herald  reporter  on  the  scene 
wired  his  paper:  “To  traverse  two  miles  of  boulders,  some  bigger  than  a railway 
coach,  tossed  into  piles  and  ravines,  is  a task  that  tries  a strong  man,  well  shod.  For 
people  with  thin  shoes,  unaccustomed  to  mountains,  the  trip  is  almost  suicide.  I had  a 
suit  of  clothes  ruined  by  the  white  lime,  my  boots  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  my  physical 
system  is  a wreck  that  calls  for  at  least  a week’s  recuperation.  Editor  please  note.” 

The  slide  occurred  on  Wednesday  morning.  On  Saturday  Frank  was  a deserted 
village.  A committee,  including  the  mine  inspector,  crawled  up  the  side  of  Turtle  and 
reported  that  they  had  seen  large  cracks,  newly  formed,  which  led  them  to  believe  that 
the  slide  would  reoccur.  This  report,  backed  up  by  the  statements  of  Engineer 
McHenry  of  the  CPR  that  he  had  kept  a careful  watch  on  Turtle  Mountain  for  most  of 
a day  and  had  seen  the  mountain  creeping,  convinced  the  remaining  citizens  of  Frank 
that  they  should  vacate.  Most  of  them  went  to  Blairmore. 

For  nine  days  a careful  watch  was  kept.  At  the  end  of  nine  days,  when  no 
further  general  slide  had  occurred,  Premier  Haultain  decided  the  citizens  of  Frank 
could  return  if  they  so  wished.  Many  did  return  to  live  most  of  the  summer  in  terror. 
Finally  there  was  a smaller  slide  in  September.  The  slide,  according  to  the  Calgary 
Herald,  was  never  really  reported.  The  Frank  citizens  feared  the  report  would  “damage 
the  town  commercially”. 

One  of  the  touching  incidents  connected  with  the  story  concerns  the  horses 
imprisoned  in  the  mine.  All  but  two  of  the  men  escaped  fairly  easily,  but  all  of  the 
horses  stayed  in  the  mine. 

When  the  rescue  party  managed  to  clear  the  main  slope,  some  twenty-nine 
days  later,  they  encountered  a depressing  sight.  All  but  one  of  the  horses  had  died  of 
starvation  and  thirst.  The  animals  had  gnawed  the  mine  props  and  the  wood  on  the 
cars  in  search  of  food. 
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The  remaining  horse  was  fastened  between  a car  and  the  side  of  the  entrance. 
He  was  very  weak  — almost  gone.  The  horse  was  given  a few  drops  of  water  and 
brandy.  He  lifted  his  head.  The  party  left  in  search  of  blankets  to  keep  the  horse  warm 
since  they  could  not  move  him.  As  they  went  they  heard  the  horse  neigh  faintly 
several  times.  When  they  returned  ten  minutes  later,  the  horse  was  dead.  Old-timers 
say  the  horse  died  of  a broken  heart.  He  thought  he  was  being  left  alone  in  the  mine. 

The  greatest  slide  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  was  the  result  of  a combination  of 
causes.  There  had  been  a mild  earthquake  in  the  region  in  1901  which  may  have  been 
a factor.  The  fact  that  large  chambers  had  been  opened  up  in  the  mine  was  thought  by 
some  to  have  caused  the  disaster. 

Turtle  Mountain,  however,  is  peculiar.  It  is  of  limestone,  overthrust  upon 
shale,  sandstone,  and  coal  beds.  The  whole  thing  is  an  unusually  weak  mass  of  rock. 
There  is  some  reason  for  believing  that  the  slide  can  happen  again,  but  Frank  folk, 
are  not  worrying. 


■s 


a: 


itiy,  are  not  worrying. 

Most  of  the  eighty  persons  killed  that  terrible  morning  were  buried  at  the 

.... 


Here  Lie  the  Remains  of  Some  of 

the  Victims  of  the  Frank  Slide 

. 


April  29, 1903 
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Bill 


The  Frank  slide  has  become  a tragic  legend  of  the  Canadian  Rockies 


’ 


1 


1.  When  did  the  Frank  Slide  occur?  Give  the  date  and  time  of  day. 


2.  Where  did  the  Frank  Slide  occur? 


1 Robert  E.  Gard,  “Avalanche”  in  Beyond  the  Thin  Line  (Madison:  Prairie  Oak  Press,  1992).  Reprinted  by  permission  from  Beyond  the 
Thin  Line,  Prairie  Oak  Press. 
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3.  How  many  people  were  killed  in  the  slide? 


4.  Why  was  Sid  Choquette  worried  about  the  Spokane  Flyerl 


5.  How  did  the  slide  affect  the  men  and  horses  in  the  mine? 


6.  What  are  the  likely  causes  of  the  slide? 
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Treat  this  question  as  if  it  were  a journal  entry.  (This  entry  will  be  called  Journal 
Entry  2AB.)  In  a thoughtful,  honest  response,  talk  about  the  reading  strategies  that 
you  used  to  read,  comprehend,  and  answer  the  questions  for  the  article  on  the  Frank 
Slide.  In  your  response,  consider  some  of  the  following  questions: 


• Did  you  at  any  point  use  skimming  or  scanning?  If  so,  at  what  point? 

• Did  you  use  the  SQ3R  method  or  a variation  of  this  strategy  that  you  created 
yourself? 

• What  reading  and  comprehension  strategies  did  you  use?  Describe  them. 

• Did  you  have  a mental  dialogue  as  you  were  reading?  That  is,  as  you  were 
reading,  were  you  using  strategies  that  active  readers  use,  such  as  asking 
questions  and  making  predictions? 

• Did  you  encounter  unfamiliar  words?  How  did  you  deal  with  them? 


The  Journal  Evaluation  Guidelines  from  Section  1,  question  2 will  be  used  for  this 
journal  entry.  (Note  that  this  entry  will  be  evaluated  out  of  10  marks.) 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Grade  9 Novels  List 

Novels  often  go  out  of  print  for  extended  periods,  so  be  sure  to  investigate  as  soon  as 

possible  the  availability  of  the  novel  you  choose. 

Awake  and  Dreaming . Kit  Pearson.  Puffin,  1996.  PB  244  pages 

Theo,  the  daughter  of  a young,  single  mother,  escapes  her  poverty  by  reading  novels 
and  fantasizing  about  the  exotic  and  happy  lives  of  the  characters.  Then  one  of  her 
fantasies  seems  to  come  true.  Theo’s  efforts  to  deal  with  reality  and  fantasy  result  in 
some  unexpected  events.  This  contemporary  story  is  set  in  Vancouver  and  Victoria. 

The  Giver.  Lois  Lowry.  Laurel-Leaf,  1993.  PB  180  pages 

Jonas  is  chosen  to  perform  an  unusual  role  in  his  futuristic  society.  At  first,  Jonas  is 
honoured  by  his  selection,  but  he  soon  learns  some  shocking  secrets.  Jonas  must 
decide  what  he  should  do  with  his  knowledge.  This  science  fiction  novel  is  set  in  the 
future. 

The  Hobbit.  J.  R.  R.  Tolkien.  Harper  Collins,  1993.  285  pages 

Bilbo  Baggins,  a sedate,  wealthy,  middle-aged  hobbit,  reluctantly  goes  on  a journey 
with  a group  of  dwarves  to  recover  treasure  stolen  by  a dragon.  Accompanied  by  a 
wizard.  Bilbo  and  his  companions  travel  through  strange  lands,  meet  terrifying 
creatures,  and  make  new  friends.  This  fantasy  novel  is  set  in  the  past. 

Holes.  Louis  Sachar.  Dell  Yearling,  1998.  PB  233  pages 

Stanley  Yelnats  has  been  arrested  for  theft.  He  is  sentenced  to  a Youth  Detention 
Centre  called  Camp  Green  Lake.  There,  he  and  the  other  boys  are  given  a strange  task 
to  build  character.  Stanley’s  struggle  for  survival  in  the  camp  leads  him  to  uncover  a 
mystery.  This  contemporary  novel  is  set  in  Texas. 

Homecoming.  Cynthia  Voight.  Fawcette  Juniper,  1981.  PB  318  pages 

When  Dicey  Tillerman’s  mother  disappears.  Dicey,  a 13-year-old  girl,  is  left  in 
charge  of  her  two  yonger  brothers  and  her  sister.  Afraid  that  they’ll  be  placed  in 
foster  homes,  Dicey  decides  to  take  the  children  on  a journey  to  find  their  aunt. 
Dicey’s  efforts  to  find  a home  for  the  family  cause  her  to  face  many  obstacles.  This 
contemporary  novel  is  set  in  the  United  States. 
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Lost  in  the  Barrens.  Farley  Mowat.  McClelland  and  Stewart,  1983.  244  pages 

When  Jamie’s  parents  die,  he  moves  to  northern  Manitoba  to  live  with  his  uncle,  a 
trapper.  There  he  meets  a Cree  boy  named  Awasin,  who  becomes  his  friend.  While 
on  a canoe  trip,  Jamie  and  Awasin  get  lost  in  the  barrenland  and  must  struggle  to 
survive.  This  adventure  novel  is  set  in  northern  Canada. 

McIntyre  Liar.  David  Bly.  Tree  Frog  Press,  1993.  PB  222  pages 

Kevin  is  in  trouble.  He  just  got  his  driver’s  license,  and  he’s  wrecked  his  dad’s  car. 
His  disgusted  father,  believing  that  Kevin  needs  both  punishment  and  some  time  to 
mature,  sends  him  to  a ranch  to  work  for  the  summer.  Kevin  resents  leaving  his 
friends  in  Calgary  and  having  to  work  from  dawn  to  dusk,  but  living  and  working  on 
a ranch  has  some  unexpected  results.  This  contemporary  novel  is  set  in  southern 
Alberta. 

Nothing  But  the  Truth.  Avi.  Avon  Books,  1991.  PB  212  pages 

Philip  wants  to  get  on  the  track  team.  The  trouble  is  that  in  his  school,  students  who 
want  to  participate  in  sports  have  to  maintain  their  grades,  and  Philip  is  failing 
English.  His  anger  at  his  English  teacher  leads  him  to  seek  revenge  with  some 
surprising  results.  This  contemporary  novel  is  set  in  the  United  States. 

Roll  of  Thunder^  Hear  My  Cry.  Mildred  D.  Taylor.  Bantam,  1978.  210  pages 

Cassie  Logan,  a ten-year-old  African  American  girl  living  with  her  family  on  a cotton 
farm,  relates  the  story  of  her  family’s  struggle  to  hold  onto  their  farm  and  help  other 
African  Americans  in  their  community.  Cassie  witnesses  many  frightening  events 
cuased  by  the  conflict  between  African  Americans  and  whites  in  the  community.  This 
historical  novel  is  set  in  Mississippi  during  the  Depression. 

Smith.  Leon  Garfield.  Penguin,  1968.  PB  189  pages 

Smith,  a 12-year-old  street  kid,  survives  by  stealing.  He  witnesses  a murder  and  steals 
a valuable  document  from  the  dead  man.  Smith  believes  that  the  document  will  help 
him  to  improve  his  situation,  but  he  soon  realizes  that  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
document  will  stop  at  nothing  to  get  it.  This  historical  novel  is  set  in  London  in  the 
1800s. 

The  Wild  Children.  Felice  Holman.  Puffin,  1985.  PB  151  pages 

When  Alex’s  family  are  arrested  by  soldiers,  Alex  travels  to  Moscow  to  find  his 
uncle.  He  discovers  that  his  uncle  too  has  disappeared  so  Alex  is  left  alone  and 
starving  in  a strange  city.  Alex’s  struggle  to  survive  leads  him  to  meet  some  unusual 
people  and  to  experience  many  adventures.  This  historical  novel  is  set  in  the  Soviet 
Union  in  the  1920s. 
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